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FOREIGN NEWS,
——— -
THE CIVIL WAR IN SPAIN,
OAE OF THE UEFENEES OF CARTAGENA BREACHED—
AN ACCIDENTAL EXPLOSION.
LoxooN, Friday, Dee. 26530 a. m,
Epecial dispatches from Cartagena anuounco that
Fort Ran Julian, eac of the strongest defenses of the
city, has becn breached.
An aacidental explosion in the Ferial Battery, yes-
terday. Milod twenty officers and wen of the besieg-
ing force.

———

EXPLORING THE SAHARA.
GEEMARD ROILFE'S EXPEDITION 1O THE LIBYAN
DESERT—SKETCH OF A GREAT TRAVELER BY ONE
OF TRE SAME CRAFT—T0E EXPEDITION UNDER
THE AUSPICES OF THE KHEDIVE—FERTILE HRE-
GIONS DISCOVERED TO BE ANNEXED TO EGYFT.
IFROM AN OCCASIONAL CORNESTONDENT OF THE TRIBUNE,

Wimar, Germany, Nov. 2.—Last Wednesday
evening o farewell supper was given here to the
distinguished African traveler, Gerhard Rollfs, who
for three years post has made his bome in this quiet
litthe Gorman capital, By tho courtesy of Herr von
l'lt-jauou'mtl. the editor of the Weimarische Zeitung, 1
was enabled to Le present and to hear the details of
ono of the most interesting plans of exploration
which has been undertaken of late years, Perhaps
its most remarkable feature ia that it should bave
been 8o long neglected or overlonked,

The name of Rohlfs has been mentioned from
time to time, in conuection with his previons African
journevs, in the Awerican pewspapers; but a sketeh
of his wonderfully adventurous lifo will no doubt
be now to most readera.  1le was born near Dremen,
in 1834, and tho events of 1548 foreed him, as a boy
of 15, into the military ranks. He served during the
Schloswig-Holstein war of 1849, and so distinguished
himself at the battle of Idstedt that he wis ap-
pointed officer. For soversl years alterward he
stadied medicine at the nniversities of Gittingen
and Heidelberg: then, instead of settling down to
the excrcise of his art at home, he shot off ats
tangent, wandered through Austria and Italy, and
finally, after mwany unrecordod adventures, turned
op o & Freneh soldier in the Foreign Legion em-
ployed in Algiers against the rebellions Kabyloes.
Hare hio rose 10 the rauk of sergeant, received several
deeorations, and—what was of immensurably greater
value—mastered the Arabie language.

In the year 1881 Rolilfs began his explorations.
Disguised as a Moorish physician, he entered the
Kingdom of Muroceo, practiced for a time and with
groat snecesa at Fez, and in the course of a year or
two visited all parts of the country. During a
journey to tho Ousis of Tautilet, in the Sahara, he was
attacked Ly the leaders of the caravan he hud
joined, plundered, severely wounded, aund left for
deadd on the sands. Many hours afterwards some
dervishes, passing the same way, found him nearly
dving from thirst and loss of blood, and proved
thomselves o he good Samaritans by staying with
lim unti! he was able to teavel. Nothing daunted
by thi4 ternble experience, he next undertook to
reach the Ousls of Tuat, which had never been
visited by a BEuropean, In this he was perfectly
successful: he explored the famouns onsis from be-
guning to end, sooretly measnured and mapped it,
and then made his way to Tripali by the more north-
ern Qusie of Ghadames, This journey counts smong
the most daring sod important explorations of the
Great Salaen, n

1 185, aiter a short visit to Germany, Rohifs re-
torued to Ueipoli with the intention of penetrating
& enntainons region called the Hogar; but, being
spreventsd Ly wars among the Toareg Arabs, he
went to Moursnk, the capital of Fezzan, and there
waited until March, 1860, for the opportunity of ex-

i ding Lisdsurney o Bowrnu, in Central Afrios.
Having received money and goods, be set out with

a sl carsvan, sud in four monthe, by way of

* Bilma (Ehe old route followed by Denham and Clap-

pertor), arrived at Kuoka, the capital of Bournu.
Were he ascertamed the fate of his unfortunate pre-
deeessor, Moritz von Benrmenn, who was murdered
ot reaching the frontior of Waday, by order of the
Sultan of that conntey.  Rolilfs, nevertheless, sent a
messenger to Wara, the capital of Waday, asking
permisston to travel thither, and while waiting fur
thé avswer made djourney 1o the country of Man-
dara and the vreat river Beuud,

By this time he was almost without means; the
climate atfected bim  seriously, and, finally, in
Diegero ber, 1856, e docided to make his way to the
Gidf of Gai: During this journey he passed
throueh the Ringdom of Jakown, which no traveler
had previonely entered, and iollowed an eutirely new
ronte thcnee to the Benud, which he descended to
ite junetion with the Niger, Robifs informed me that
ke encountered eowparatively few dificulties and
dangers while traversing the unknown ferritory.
From the Niger he erossed the country in a straight
line to the const at Lagos, where he found am
English steamer, and reached Liverpool on the 2d of
July, 1807,

Before six montls were over, Rollfa was again in
Africa. King Wilkelm of Prussia appointed him
military correspoudent, to accompauy the English
expedition to Abyssinia.  He made the campaiyn,
from the coast to Magdals, and after the death of
Theodore secomplished some Jimitad but interesting
explorations of the Abyssinian highlands, A year
later, partly assisted by the Prussian Government,
be undertook s series of researches among the ruined
Greek and Roman cities of the Cyrenaiea, and
wound up with a journey io the celebrated Ousis of
Jupiter Ammaon, in the Libyan Desert.

For the last three years, Rolilfs has been occupy-
ing hiwself chietly as » lecturer and writer for the
press. Hisstyle is elear sud animated, and his do-
scriptions, perhiaps from the very soberness of their
tone, convey n strong lmpression of wuthinlness,
e heroism of his nature is suggested in his per-
sonal appearunce. He is a strikingly handsome man,
sbout six feet in lught, with crisp bloud bair, blue
eyer, and an almost Greek profile of nose, month and
ehin. Ju spite of his forty years, and the enormous
Lardships he has undergone, he does not appear to
be much over thirty. His hearing is soldicrly alwost
to severity ; but this gives him an ar of authority,
which is au element of great value .in the accom-
plisbments of an African explorer. Smee 180 he
hae marned and built himself a stately house
bere; the Grand Duke bhas bestowed upon him the
title of Hofrath (Court Councilor), and I presume
shis will be his future home, if Allah brings him
back victorions from the present adventure,

The ides of an explorstion of the LibFun Desert
originated with Rohlfs, but the realization thereof
in due to the Vieeroy of Egypt. It is only u few
manths since the vlan was broached, prosented, and
accepted. It is one of the safest, Lricfest, amd most
practicable which cian be imagined, when we con-
trast means and probable results; und if 1 had not
purged the Traveler from my blood, | should be
tempted to ask for a subaltern's pluce in the enter-
Prive,

The supper was so simple and appropriate in its
eharacter, that | should like to offer it as u model
for all similar celebrations at home, where we usnally
have bollow splendor at an immense cost, anl ay np'-
portunity for the getters-up of the feast to (js-
tinguish thetoselves, without much regard to the
object or its representative. We had a plain, sub.
stantial nll of fare (including carp and venison) for
ubont one dollar apiece, each ordering his own wine,
snd paying a few cents towards the' moderate
amount consumed by the distingnished guest,
“Knowledge” was the first toast, and *“The Ex.
plorer, Gerhard Rohlfs,” the second ; after which the
Explorer arose and explained to us the scqpe, expoc-
tation and details of his undertaking. This was the
end of formality ; what remained was pleasantly
soeial, and must not be reportod.

Robife firet called vur attention to the fact thai

the Egypt we know is the narrow Nile-vulley, be-
tween which aud the Red Bea, on the cast, the tern-
tory ia tolerably, although not yet thoroughly,
koown ; but when we eroas the few miles of cult-
vatad land to the westward of the river we are on
the borders of a region which is still, for the most
pact, & Blank on our maps, We know that at dis-
tomeeg varying from 100 to 155 miles westward there
are foor oases, two of whiel are large and well-pop-
ulatedd 3 and yet—only one Earopean has ever visited
all of them! This was the Frenchman, Cailland, in
the year 1819, The Little Oasis (Oasis Parva of the
Romais lies ahont 100 miles west of Minyeh, on the
Nile ; still further, in the Iatitude of Siout, the capi-
tul of Upper Egypt, and 176 miles distant, 15 the
Ougas of Farafroh ; then, 100 miles nearly due west
of Thebes tis the Great Oasis (Oadis Magna), with
the Onasis of Dakhel lying between it and Farafreh,
Two or three Englishmen have visited the Great
Oasis—only a four days’ journey from the Nile—on
account of its aucient Egypiian temples ; bat Cail-
laud, I believe, is the only man who has over pene-
trated as far west as Farafreh,

These four oases are disposed in a enrved line, the
concave side toward the Nile; they are under Egyp-
tian government, and must have fréquent inter-
course gvith the towns on the river. Bevond them,
however, nothing whatever is known ; nearly o mil-
lion square miles remain tothis day an absolute terra
incognifa. It seems tolerably certain that no
organized, independent nation exista therein, be-
tween Waday and the Mediterranean, but reports of
very large and fortile oases have from time to time
reached Egypt, and the possibility of “annexation”
gecins to have been the chief incentive which {led
the Yiceroy to faver the expedition. The natives of
the Oasis of Farafreh say that six days
journey to the westward there is a large
oasiy called Zerzural, inhabited by negroes; eight
or ten days’ journey further to the west is located a
region ealled * Fufarah "—said to be a vast depres-
sion 1n the Desert, two or three hundred miles in
extent, snd abounding with wells and groves of
date-palms. To the southward, some geographers
conjecture that there is a chain of mountains, rising
to a bight of eight or ten thonsand feet, I havecven
seen this chain set down upon maps, but I have been
nnable to discover upon what evidence, and Hoblfs
informs me that he scarcely expects to find 1t,

Von Beurmann and Dr. Nachtigall are the only
travelers who have penetrated ito any part of this
great region ; they have skirted the sonth-western
border of the Libyan Desert, where, extending to-
ward Waday and Lake Taad, it i8 gradually lost in
the Sabara, Wara, the capital of Waday, has a
much more northerly loeation than was formerly
supposed ; it lies nearly west of Dongola, the ancicnt
capitul of Nubia, and not more than 630 miles dis-
tant, in o straight line, North-west of Waday, and
nearly half way between that country and Fezzan, is
a land ealled Tibesti, which Dr, Nachtigall succesded
in penetrating, making Lake Tsad his starting-point,

If he shall safely return to eivilization after his
daring exploits, he will bring ns the first aufhentie
intelligence of that region,  Suill further, northward
and eastward of Tibests, is a land ealled " Wid-
janga,” said to be wild and monntainous, and in-
habited by a fierce, warlike race. I'he reportod
Oasin of ** Fofarah™ eannot be very far to the north-
ward of this * Wadjanga” land, and, should there be
a lofty mountain range dividing the two, it may ne-
count for onr ignoranes of both countries. Where
an easy and regularly-traveled earavan route fails,
in Africa, two or three generations suffice to oblite-
rate all accidental geographical knowledge smoug
the people.

The aspects of the expedition seemed very bright
when Rolilfs told us that he lhad just [reccived a
letter from Dr. Nachtigall, sctnally wrilten in

Wars, the eapital of Waday, in January last! The
coneliusion of & penee between the kingdoms of

Bournu and Waday had enabled the intrepid trav-
eler to penetrato where Lis two heroie predecessors
(Vogel and Yon Bearmann) perished, and the pros-
pects are now good that he will sneceed in erossing
Dar-Fur and coming to the ewvilized world again st
Klhiartnm,

As for Rohlfs, lis plan is very simple aud praciical.
Reaching Egypt by Dee. 1, he will employ two or
threo woeeks 1u organizing his expedition,  His stact-
ing point will be the town of Minyel, the present
terminus of the railroad which will soon cennect
Cairo with Upper Egypt. A trip of five days from
Minyeh will bring lam to the Oasis{of Farafreh,
beyvond (if not before) which point every step will
be a contribution to our knowladze, With the means
at his disposal, be will be able to reach the great
Ousis of Fufarah (if there is such a place) in anpther
fortnight ; and then, making that o central point, to
push u6 far southward sud westward as may be
possibile.

The expedition will be the most complete for its
size that ever was planned. Four competent Ger-
man scholars will accompany Rohlfs—a botanist, an
ethnologist, & geologist, and a surveyor, One hun-
dred picked camels will carry each two water-tanks
of light galvanized iron, making an entire provision
of 500,000 pounds of water, secured aguinst loss by
evaporation. From 80 to 100 additional camels will
be taken for the persons and baggage of the expedi-
tion ; the camel-drivers will be well armed and un-
der military disciplive. Leaving Minyeh toward
the end of December, Roblfs expects to be back
again by the end of March, 1874, Ho las the great
advantage that his explorations commence iunne-
diately, and that, whatever may be the final result,
he is perfectly sure to clear up a great deal of un-
kuown geography. Theexplored territory, of conrse,
will be aunexed to Egypt.

In four or five mouths, therefore, we may expect
to hear & new story of African travel,  If I am not
groatly mistaken, it will be one of special interest.
A better leader than Roblfs could hardly be found, &
more practical preparation bas vever been made, &
nore provokingly attractive region does not exist,
I expect that the sculptor Story’s musiog * Sibylls
Libyea” will lift her dark brows and stare in ularm,
whan she Ands that ahie no longer owns & mystery.

T,
THE VILLE DU HAVRE DISASTER,
THE BESCUE OF PASTOR WEISS AND MR COOK FROM
THE LOCH EARN,

Pastor Weiss of Paris gives in the Paris
Temps an account of his voyage iu the Loch Earn, after
bielug resened trom the Villo du Havre. Ho was left on
bowrd with Mr, Cook, being deamod $ou sick to be traus-
ferred to tho Trimountain, which recrived the bulk of
the rescued pussengera snd crew, The captain of the
Qoch Earn at first expected to reach Liverpool in a
short time, but it was fouud that the ship eould only
be kept aflont by making considerable repairs, and
thou only o the event of & calm sea snd favorable

wind Tols was discovered on Nov. )23, aud all of the
two following duys were spent by the muaster carpenter
woting the bow with planks and sheeting, and

11
:lul'::‘m"'w the bulkbend, which preveated the water
Ihere was a fiorco storm

from Huiu-lug luto the hold,
three da,

for y&, snd on the 280, when the Doats
were iu  remdiness  to  abandou the ehip, and
the bullding of & raft  was  even dis-
cussed, the British  Queen  bove In  sight,

wnd recelved the crew of the Loch Earn with Mr. Weins
and bis companion o hoard. A dog and three cats wore
alau bronght on bourd from the elnking vessal. Too
Hritish Quesn, Mr. Welss says, seemeod to reallze the ?.
patignen of hef BeW PRssengers, for sbe made 1,100 miles
in eight davs, sud on the 8ih of Deccmber he sod Mr,
ouk got vo bosrd s pllot-boat, whieh brought them to
Plymuuth, whenoe they weal Ly way of London o Parls.
Both wire very mich exhaustod, but Mr. Welss says the
remembranee of the oare whieli they recelvidd on bowrd
the Loch Earn and the Dritish Queen, and the slght of
home, which they never expected Lo see again, wade
them alinost forget thelr wisfortunes,
——— e

FOREIGN NOTES.
The new BEuglish Solicitor-General, Mr.
Vernon Harcourt, hass refused to suswer inquiries from
the United Kingdow Alllauce as to his viows,on the

ground thst be pever has sud probubly never will glve
oategort nis votea, 1f he did ho would
Satesorical pledges s (0 BiS Vilen, L B se paop)

A .tru;n scene took place nt Pokei, -flpsn.

on the Kmperor's birthday. In the evening s dinver

waa given st the Emperor’s Bun mer Palace to the For
eign Ministers secrodited to Japan, Terashima, the new
Minister for Foraign Aflairs, presided,  With the dessert
S Harry B, Parkes, aa Iiritish' Minister, rose snd pro-
proposed the bealth of the Emperor, which he sceom-
panied by o spoech. At the, close he called upon the
Froneh Minlster, remarking it was his turn next to
spoak.  The Count briefly responded, azcusing himself,
and as be resumed his seat Judge Bingham, the Ameri-
can Minister, roso to offer * Prosperity, happiness, and
gmgmn to the Bovereien and people of Jupan,"” wheno
ir Harry, violently interrupting, abut bim off com-
plotely, motioning im to =it down, and erving out * No
more, *Nomore,”  Judge Bingham resumed his seat
grucafully, when a llvaely di d the
table, in which Bir H""ﬁ became very much exciead,
contending warmly that the sentiment was out of order,
a# 1t introduced pollties, and superfloous o languagn,
as * (e Emperor was the peaple ;" bt the Judge cooll
informed him thet he might bave heard of a ehore
without a bishop or a people without a erown, but in-
quired if It were possible to have » bll]lﬂ{l without
church or & soverelgn withont a people,  When pressed
for an answor, Sir Harey relactantly sdmitted it could
not be, wod bomedlstely Judee Bingham glod‘ualumdif

congratulsted bim on baving * come bie way of
thinkiog."”
WASHINGTON,
—— e ——

BRITIEN EXTORTS TO THE UNITED BTATES,
WARHINGTON, JThuradiy, Dee. 28, 1873

The Chiet of the DBurean of Statistics fur-
nishes the following comparative siatement, showlog
some of the principal articles of British and Irish pro”
duce and maunfactures exported from the United King
dom to the United fates during the 11 months ended
Nov. 30, for the years 1872 and 1873 ¢

Articirs, 1572,
Cotton mal nres, pieer goode, yards. . 120,455 <51 104 27
Tron, plg, to Uranayinss . Aub =i
Iron, bar, 3 62 357 2
Trom, rallres al " LT 177,060
Irow, hoops, sieer, batler, sud armor RERL
B ciniirash siiresssssivinapanisnes 20,520 17,088
e i e 2035
Iaetares. piece goody, yar A11,472,000 07 400,050

ures, brosd stufls of

watin, valon.....
Ribous of all bivds, valure,
ihher artieles of ollk voly, value......cii0
(nbar articies of ik and other materialy,

LLFEN)

I T $103,023 470,980
Waol, slieep and lamba,” pannds . 2,109,111 810081
Woel elothe, or wool mized T

materiale, runde. ... Fiawsvens s 0,850,048 4,163,017
Worsted stufs of all wool, or wool mived -

with other materinle, yards, .oovseiess . 01232 001 RRIRAATT

conne DUGG S 4,004,651

Carpete, Fandiacavvcairnnsnsnans
WASIINGTON NUTES,

The records of the Treamiry Department show the
purchase of 43,000 street-car tickets, and unot the ex-
]n-.mlnture- of #4000 for streéct-car tickols, as was er-
ronecusly stutod yesterday,

The Christmas festival s been universally celebrated
In Washington to-dny. The departments have beeu
closed ; those in official life have eschewed publie af-
fairs and devoted themselvea to roast wurkey and plom
pudding; the small boy hae made himsell o nuisanes
with bis tin horns and flre-crackers, and those who
spend their tme either in bearing or tellivg somne new
thing bave been off duty.

- A
CRIMINAL RECORDS,
——l—
A BLOODY APFRAY IN NEW-TTAMIPSHIRE.,

Laxcaster, N. H., Dee. 25.—A bloody affray
took place at Groveton last evening, growing out of an
sttempt by Michael O'Leary and a Frenchmwan named
Bloekwell, both iutoxicated, to entér m house of ques-
tionable repute owned by & Frenchman named Gouye,
The result of the ight was the death of Gouye and his
%o, & young man, who was killed by O'Loary with a
elab ; the mortal woundiog of Blockwell with an ax by
the elder Gouye, and & bad wound on O'Leary’s head
from o club used by one of the female Jumates of the
house,

A LOCRSEMITI MURDERED IN DOKTON,

Boston, Dee, 25.—A shocking murder was
committed at Nos 9 Proviseest. about 1 o'elock this
morning. Joseph T. Hegner and Antoine G. Huettel,
both young Germans, earriod oo the trade of loeksmith-
ing, and slept together o the shop, where Hueltel was
tound shot, swl tereibly matilated wich s hatehet, Heg-
ner, on belng arrested, confessed the commitial of the

wurder.
A DOUBLE CHRISTMAS TRAGEDY.

Daxrox, Olio, Dee, 25.—At a shooting match
to day, at Riga, a village near here, two brothers, Julin
and Henry Blowe, quarreled about loading the rifle, and
Johin called Nenry a liar, when Henry drew s revolver
and shot Jobn, killing him Instantly. The spectators,
being much excited, eanght and hung Henry to a lmb
of & tree, and when taken down life was extinet. Too
much whisky caused the mischief,

4 NEW UP-TOWN HOTEL.
e S
HALF A MILLION INVESTED—THE SITE AT VIFTIETH-8T.

A hotel to be known as the * Buckingham
i bullding st the soutb-cast corver of Fifth-ave. and
Fiftiotb-st. It will cover an ares of 13,04 square feet,
with a frontage of 200 feet on Fiftleth-st, The following
deseription of the plan Is obtained frow the architocts,
Wil Field & Son.

Tue central portion, 88 feet In width, is eight stories
liigh, and projects one foot from the main lipe, The end
projeetions wre each 20 fect wide, The remalnder of the
bullding is seven storics high, ‘The clevation of the first
story, the floor of whieh 1s three feel above the walk,
8 treated in the Roman-Dorle style of asrchitectore,
The etyle of the elevation above the first story is Eliza-
bethean of the Ionle order. The first story s con-
struoted of Bellevile gandstone, restiog upen & Quincy
graunite base three feet high. Above the tirst story the
front 4 of Haitimore brick, with stons trlmmings. Be-
tween the main cornlee and the ground story corunice
arn two hopizontsl lUnes of rlehly-carved belting,
wtroduced to relleve the preponderance of vertieal
lines. The angles of the pavillons aud eentral portions
are made a prominent feature, The grand portico in
the center of the front ia 80 feet wide and 12 feet deep,
supported by six ornamental ecolumns, starting with
pedestals npon & paioted base of Quinoy granite. The
juside of the portico 18 entirely of stone, elanborately
exeouted, witile the cetfling 18 flulshed lu carved soffits.
Above the portico rises an ornamentul center of stone
work, which -extends through four stories, grouping to-
gether eight windows—two I each story—with clroular
uiches and carved tablets belween, and divided by
steaight and arched pediments. The top of the bullding
18 flnlshed with a hroken line of ornamental eorolee, and
the central portion shows & grouping of scroll-work.
The Fifth-ave. portico, which forms the Iadies' en-
trance, is of smaller éxtent, but lo every other respect
is exccuted {o perfect barmooy with the grand eentral
portico. A tiled court-yard extends on the side of the
Jadies’ entrumce, and pollshed gravite pedestals, of
unique dexign, with lower-vases aod candelabrums will
form Ita attractions,

On the ground fleor are the two dinlng-rooms, puhlle
parlors, service-rooms, offlces, baggage-roo.as, ete. The
muain bali, 38 by 82 feet, in in the center of the building,
and is entered through & closed vestibule from the graad
portico. Tuis ball contains the offices and the grand
staircase. Iiis 22 fect square, with & well-hole eight
feet square, Iiie entirely #re-proof, and elaborate iu
design, 1t s liguted by a dome which is highly deco-
rated. The main hall of the first story is Anished with

decorated plinsters, segmant arches with pendants, and
pegment doows and windows, From thin hall starts the
hsll to the ladies’ entrunee, the bail to the dining-room,
wnd the hall ¥ the private stuira. Toe hall to the Iadies’
cotrance s 90 feet in  lenwth, wrraoged in five
divigions, mwarked by decorated arches to cor-
those of the large central ball
the comter of oach divislon 18 s circular
niche, nrpm-lu which are wide doors leading to private
suites of rooma, The two dinlug-roomas are 95 by 73 feet
and 48 by M deet, respectively, and are divided by an
ures of 16 by 63 feet, whieh extends to the tp of the
tonse and fuenishes the sarrounding rooms with Hght
sud air. The dining-rooms are conunected scross the
open area by e uridge of glass and lron. At the end of
lndles' I s the ladies’ purior, 80 by 18 feet,
gentlemen's pariors, 84 by 18 foel, are cast of the
rlico, ol pear the dining-roems. The #talrs
the hasement  are on & line with
the maln eutrspes, and  lead  directl 1o
the goutlemod's tollel-rooms, the rending-rooms, e{e 1o
the first atory, opening upon the balcony of the portico,
I8 the grand drawing-room, 50 by 18 feet.  The hotel con-
talus, nbove the basemeuwt, 161 guests’ rooms nud lors,
aud 2% other romas for publie uses, Tue uml‘:lT:; in
beated by stewm—indirect radlation for the halls and
large roomas, and direel radistion fur Lhe remote parts
the drensing rovins.
All thie partitions rest on hﬂt'i walls or on heavy iron
beams, snd are asid 10 be ounstracted so us 1o insure sta-
bility, ana to prevent thelr setthng. Iroun girders are
framed around the saironse sod over the wain usil cell-
ing, and allh:ha nho.:r l:u nvmnta in dr‘l:::trrﬂlun are
clalimed to have been 10 » POgAr of expense.
The estimated cost in $500,000.

Major Edward Wright, who at one time
waa Paymaster in the regular army, and was one
of Lho oldest sod wealthiest citisens of Chicago, died
suddenly on Wedneaday night at his late realdence 1D
that oity, He was fatharinldaw of the Hen. b Pesk.

Fment,

CHRISTMAS MUSIC.

HARMONY OF A HOLIDAY,

THE CHILDREN 8 OVERTURE—JOYFUL NOTES IN THE
HOMES OF RICH AND POOR—DEEPRR TONKS IN
THE CHURCHES—(GLAD ECHOES IN THE BENEVO-
LENT INFTTTTTIONS,

Through the chilly air pealed the chimes of Trivity,
the first note of Christmasg as midnight rang out
from tall towers here and there throughont the city.
Tardy revelers staggerod through the streeta with
enatches of dronken song, and the slow cars were
erowidoed by mobs whose celebration of Christmas
Eve bad been something too potent. The windows
of many houses were still bright with festal light,
and behind the cortain tho tapering hight of
the Christmas treo could be discerned, and
the hubbub of children, whose wonder and
delight had not wyet grown stale with the
unwonted honr, could be heard.  From stately man-
sions came streams of music and dimly-discerned
forms glided by the wisdows in the close clagp of
the German or moving to the measures of the waltz.
As the hours went by lights paled and went out and
the households beeame still,

The hustle of the holiday itself began early.
Hours before sunrise in many stroots crowds might
be darkly seen hurrying to the early masses of the
Catholic churches, Even before thousgands of fami-
lies wore astir with the running to and fro of tiny
boys und  ¢irls, whose eyes had hacdly closed dur-
ing the night so overtlowing were they with expecta-
tion. At the earlicst hour when they dared to brave
reproof they were up, and lightly elad were hunting
for the troasures which their constant faith in Santa
Claus had Lidden them to look for, Their gifts
onee found, there was such shouting, snch sounding
of tov-horns and whistles, such squeaking of every
sort of mechanieal device, that sleep fled from the
family, If the juvenile gift-takers had confined
their enthusiasm to their own homes it wonld have
been well for the peace of haragsed gleepers through-
out the city, who were rudely disturbed from cher-
ished morming naps by every variety of unmusical
sound which it has entered into the heart of the
emall boy to desire,

The day broke with a dull gky and air ¢hill and
heavy with moisture, The doubtful peril above and
the eertain danger under foot appalled many whose
mionds had been bent upon church-going, The
services at the Roman Catholic churcbhes were
thronged with patient and devont multitudes whose
admiration the incoming splendor of cerrmonial
and decorstion bronght out. At many of the other
sanctuaries, however, there waa no such pressure of
attendance as in former vears. Nevertheless, the
magnificence of musical display aud floral oroa-
ments in the Protestant Episcopal clinrches were
potent to attract many beside those whose reverence
for the sacred character of the anniversary bronght
them to worship, This was shewn by the number
of those who hastily withdrew when the best of the
music was over and the sermons began, Fifth-ave.
was bright with the moving gronps of church-goers
retnening homeward in the early alternoon,

From the deserted nspect of the streets 1t might
have been supposed that a large part of the men
improved their unusnal leisure by prolonging their
morniog nap uncousciously, Toward noon the bil-
liard-rooms had an uncommonly animated look, and
hardly one ot the restless ivory balls was left undis-
tarbed till late at night, A prevalent idea of a boli-
duy in the maseuline mind seems to embrace almost
unlimited billiard-playing, with & drive behind a
fast horse in the conrse of the day. The coundition
of the roads did not encourage the lalter amuse-
but in the afternoen the favorite
drives were well taken up. The theaters
very generally gave both afternoon anl evening
eptertainments which wera patronized with the in-
evitable holiday rush, drawing somo thousamds more
than the church services had bronght out. The
streets at no time during the day were crowded, and
the ahsenceof animation with the closing of the
wtores gave them a dull look, A few bands of *' Fan-
tasticals " paraded, awong them the ** Original
IBucks,” together with some target companies, but
without exeiting moch attention, Of travel o
street cars and by the ferries there was compars-
tively little, and the number of trips was lessened.
In the barbor aod rivers vessels were generally dee-
orated with bunting and gala eolors,

The pleasures of the day were chiefly donostic
and such as do not come before the public eye. In
them there was no lack of animation, no depression
from gloomy weather and little discouragement
from the pinching of the times, Lven among the
unemployed idlencss has yet brought on no great
increase of suffering, and there was comparatively
little destitution in the eity, yesterday, which did
not find some pleasure in the festival, Good cheer
wis almost universal, and where there was lean-
ness in the Christmas banquoet, there was often
guch *joy in family rennion, in the interchange
of kindly feeling, and in the thorongh acceptance
of the wholesome and inspiring sentiment in which
Yule-tide is enshrined, that the day was a red-lefter
dayito poverty as well as to wealth, A right joyous
and memorable festival was it to hundreds of the
poor retainers of the great publie family, The scanty
dole of charity was enlarged and made richer for
this, the true anniversary of charity, when to this
world was given the greatest of all gifts, The en-
Joyment of Christmas at the Charitable inetitutions
was general and hearty, snd in the bitter ronnd of
lives sustained by others' bounty, so few bright
days come, that the pleasures of such a festival as
was yesterday are of the choicest, boih to those
who impart and those who receive.

A noteworthy feature of the day wae the number
of receptions given by eeholars of the public schools
and by such a8 remain during the Christmas recess
of the private academies. At these receptions there
was much genuine enjoyment, and faithful teachers
were gratitied with tokens of esteem from their
scholare, Sunday-schools and parish schools in
some sections of the city met in Christmas festival.
As for club dinners and receptions and private
parties they were past counting.

The brief and clouded suulight yiclded to early
dusk with hght rain, making sky and air dismal to
those who ventured out. But in thousands of happy
home-circles there was store of brightness and
mirth which took no note of hesvy skies and mel-
ancholy atmoephere, And so with high feasting
and luxarious merriment in the households of the
rich, with simpler, keener pleasuro—hecause to them
pleasure is 8o strange a yisitor—among the poor, the
Christmas hours waxed gray and were numbered
with the past; and this morning the world arouses
again to etriving and pushing toil, ite festal gar-
ments laid aside, but its life sweetened and made
better by the experience and the memories of yes-
terday.

s —
ANTHEMS IN THE CHURCHES, .
EERVICES IN THE FROTESTANT EFISCUPAL CHURCHES.

The preparatious for the Christmas services
In Trinity Churcl were of & more elaborate usture than
in almost By olher Protestunt church !n the city. The
church was rielly decorated with evergreens, lnrge
trees being placed between the windows and on either
side of the alter. The palpit steps, the altar rail, and
the orget 10t wers ornamentod with holly avd other
evergreens.  There were three services, beginping re-
spectively 8t Ta m., 9 o m., and 16508 m. The last
named wis (s chlef service of the day. The exercines
wore conducted by the reetor, the Rav. Dr. Morgan Dix,
owslsted by the Rev. Dr. F. Ogleby sud the Rev. Mosars.
Hitehiugs and Houghtou. The musieal service was led
by A. H. Mossiter, the chief orguniet. The regular
choir, conniating of @ persous, sang, wecompanled by au
orcbestra of ¢ nstrumonts, under the direction of
Henry Oarter, anpintnnt organist.  During the service
Masart’s * First Mase ' 80d 80 offeriory by Heelhevoa

were rendered with grand effect.  The Rove Dr. Dix
preached on the orfin and associations of Uhirialinas,
ST. PAUL'S CHURCIHL

Bt. Paul's Chapel (P E.) was tastefully decorated with
small spruce teecs and garlands of laugel, There was an
early service st 7:30 a. m, AL 10:30 there Wis & cltldren’s
servies, when the following Christinas carols were sutag
by the children of the church and Runday-sehoal
 Litany of Holy Childhood,” * A4 Joseph Was a Walk-
ing,” and “ Christ Was Horn on Christmas Day.'" The
children’s services elosed with the Song,* Gatner around
the Christines Tree,” The services wure followed by a
sermon by the Rev, Dr. Halght from the text: *On
earth pesce and good will toward men.” The regular
eheir furnished the musie, led by J. H. Corpell, the or-
ganlst. Tho anthem sung was: “ 1 Bring You Good

Tutings."”
BT. JOHN'A CTIURCH.

At 8. John's Church (I'. E.), on Variek-ot, near
Cannl-st., the services wore conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Waston, the rector, who preached from the text: © The
word was made fleah and dwelt among us A well
solected musienl programme was performed by the reg-
ular choir, led by Charles E. Horsley, the organist,

» GRACE CHURCIL

Grace Church (P. E.), the Rev, H. €. Potter, . n.,
rector, was finely ornamented with evergreen and tloral
decorations. The building was =0 densely filled with
members of the church and visitors that, a anort time
after the seryices had begun, even standing room ocould
oot be found. The services 1 with & prooe 1
ehorus by Haydn, & “Gloris in Excelsis” by Gounod,
and n * Jubilate Dea™ by Mogart, were sung duriog the
serviee, The Rev. Dr. Potter preached,

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSTON.

The Church of the Aseension (P, E), at Tenth-st. and
Fifth-ave., wia crowded with a large congrégation yes-
terday mosuing, The church was handsomely deco-
ruted, Evergreen wreaths were entwined around the
piilars, aud over thie altar there was a star of gna Jets,
emblematio of the Btar of Bethlehom, The altar was
oovered with whits cloths, aud contaioed the bread and
wine used during the communion service, The Rev, J,
Cotton SBmith, the rector, read the srrvices, and the Rov,
Dr. Samuel Osgood preached, taking for his text the
words, “ I am tue good shepherd.,” Among the munsical
solections were o ** Jubilate Doo " by'Rossinl, & * filorla
Patri" by Haydo, and & * Te Deam " by Mercadanie,

BT. ANN'S CHURCH,

The services at 8t. Ann's Chureh (P, E.), in Elghteenth-
st., near Fiftu-ave., yesterday, were very lntercstiug.
A proportion of the members of the church are deaf
mut:s. These persons were] seated on oue side the
ehureh, while the main body of the bulldiog was dlled
with the other portion of the congregation. The Rev.
Dr. Gallandet preached the sermon, assisted by the Eev,
Mr, Chamberlain, As Dr. Gallawlet preached, the latter
interproted by means ofjtoe deaf wute alphabet. The
church was neatly deeorated with evergreens, The
musical services conglsted of the sluging of earvls by the
Sunday-school children, fand of aothems and hyoms
by the choir, After the scrmon the Bacrament of the
Holy Communion was adinlulstered,

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SAVIOR,

The interfor of the Chureh of the Holy Savler (. E.),
in Twenty-tith-st,, was haudsomely decorated yeaterday.
The pillars were almost hiddensbeneath evergreens, and
the walls wore covered with The attend
at the morning service wos very large. The Rev. Dr.
Curter, reetor, preachied on the subject of the birth of
Christ and the redemption of mankind by the Savior's
appearauce on earth, The musical serviees consisted
of e sluglog of anthems, hymaos, and & Te Doum,

AT, THOMAS'S CHUNCH,

The members of St. Thomus's Churcl (P, EJ), at Filth-
ave, aud PFifty-third-st., combined the celebration of
Uhristinas with & jubliee u bonor of tho completion of
the 50 years of the parish's existence, yesterday, Thers
wad & service at 7:50 &, m. and another at 11 a. m. Dar-
lug the latter sorvios the Rav, Dr, W, & Morgan officlated
and preached. Tho churoh was decorated with ever-
greens. Upon the wall behind the c¢hancel there were
two crosses formed of evergreens, and also the figures
“1s23" wod * 1873, made out of the same material,
Among the musieal selections were ** Kyrle” and * Glorla
Tim,"” by Gounod, sod a Christmas hywn by Adolph
Adam,

ST, IGNATIUS CHURCH,

The Chureh of 8t. Jxvatius (P E.), on Fortieth-st. uear
Sixth-ave., was decorated In bonor of the day. Wreaths
of bemlock and leurel were hung around the walls, On
tho wall above the chance! there was the following in-
scription in evergreens: * Holy, holy, Lord God Al-
mighty.'" The left and right walls had the followlng in-
weriptions : * The people that walked (o darkness have
seen @ great Nght,'” and  Unto you ls born this day a
Savior, which is Christ the Lord,” Vespera were held on
Uhristmas Eve, and a midnight celebration st midnight.
There was an early celobration st 74 &, m., yosterday,
and & worning prayer at ¥ a. m. The KHev. F. C. Ewer,
D, D, preached at 10§ 4. w., sud the services were con-
oliuded with prayers at 44 pom. The musical services
vonsisted of the slnging of bymns and aothems,

AT, BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH,

At 8t, Bartholomew's Church (P. E.), at Forty-fourti-
st. and Madison-ave, the 11 o'clockFservice was very
tully attended, The decorstions of the churoh wore
very simple, consisting principaily of evergreens upon
the pulpit and & green cross on the communion table,
with other verdant ornaments in the chaacel. The
musieal programmes was long, varied, and of high merit,
aud was brilllant in its rendering by a cholr which in-
cluded seversl singers of note, undér the direction of
8. 1. Gilbert, the orgaulst, The Processional * Thy Seat,
O God,” by Walters, waa compossd for the eccaslon.
The aunthem * O Zlon,” and the * Festival Jubllate in
D" wers by Buek. Warren's * Gloris Ne. 1 in E”
tCarozzi’s * Gloria No. 2 In F,” and Andre’s ¥ Glorls
in Exeelsis” were on the liss of numbers,
together with Frey's “Te Deum in C,” Gllbert's
“Kyrie,” Hosuck's “Gloria Tibl," snd the Psalm
“ Lift up thine eyes,” from Mendelssohn's * Eljjah.”
The carol was, * O'er Bethlebem's hill tho mystic star,”
At the Offertory the bass solo, * The people that walked
in darkness,” with the chorus, “ For unto us & Child 1a
boru,” from Handel's " Measlah,” wers given., After
the communion service came the “Hanetus" from
Rossini's ** Messe Bolenelle” without accompaulment.
The encharistio hymn was * Bright shown the stars o'er
Hethlehem's plain,” followed by Jackson's * Gloris (n
Excelsia.” The lonal was by 8. L Gilbert. The
sermon by the rector, the Rev. Dir, Cooke, was from the
text, ** And when they had opened their tregsures they
presented unto him gifts, gold, and frankincense ahd
myreh, (St Matthew, Chap, IL v. 11)

CHRIST CHURCH.

At Clrist Chureh on Fifth-uve, thers wers choral
services both &t 7:30 &, m. and 10:30 o, m. yesterday., At
10:30 the congregation waa large. The Holy Communion
was celebrated and a permon preschoed by the reotor, the
Kev. Dr. Hugh Miller Thompson. The musical services
were rendered by the regular boy-choir of 30 voloes,
under the direction of Jasmes Pearce, organist, The
Processional was from Mendelssohn, the opening
anthem by J. Pearce, the * Te Deum” by Barnby, the
“ Jubllate” by Sullivan. After the Communion the
sntbem, “ Lot us now go even unto Bethlehem,” by
Hopkins, was sang, followed with hymn No. 528 by the
Rev, Mr, Dykes, At the Offertory No. 44, " O, come all
y¢ talthful,” was sung to an old Catholic tune, Banetus,
No, %, by J. Pearce, come next on the
programme, The Eucharisfle hymn, No. 206, was
sung to a Spanish tuno andthe Recessionu! wis No. 8
from Mendelssohn, The decorations of the church wers
varied and beautiful.  Upon the altar tabile lay a lovely
white cross of flowers, with & crown above It. Higher
up Qamed & star of gas jets. On the sides of the sanctu-
Ary were green crosses bearing wreaths, while on each
side of the arch of the recess was o preity spire of
greens. Euch corner of the organ loft held a Christmss
tree, and the rall was hung heavily with greens, Thick
braids of evergreens curled betwoen the great plllars,
and were united b th thes sreh.  On the front
of the gallery famwed the motto, “Glory te God on High,"

ET. ALHAN'S CHURCH.

At St. Alban's, in Forty-seventh-st., nesr Lexington-
ave., Lhe first service began at dnight of Wed 1y
with the solemn eelebration of the Holy Eucbarist. At
10:30 & m, ehoral matine wers given and at 11 a. m. the
second solewn celebration. AL S p. m. thers were plain
servioes. The ceremonlal of the solemn oelebration waa
very claborate and gorgeous. The procession, which
made o prominent feature, was described (n Tuk Tais-
UNE yesterday. At thisserviee a sermon on * Christ-
wwas & source of joy,"” was presched by the reetor, Rev,
. W. Morrill, who took as his texsthe uinth verse of
the ninth chapter of Lechariah, “ Rejolce greatly, O
daughtor of Zion; #bout, O daughter of Jerusa-
lem; behold! thy King eometh unto Thee
The musio of thie mass was of an  eclee
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THE AGREEMENT WITH SPAIN

THE KEY WEST STATION,
DEPARTURE OF TIE PINTA FOR TAVANA—ARRIVAL
OF THE KANSAY FROM EANTIAGO DE CUBA=A
TRINUSE CORRFEPONDENT MISSING,
[8Y TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIDUNE.|
WasHisaTos, Dee. 25.—The following bas been
received from a special correspondent :

KeY West, Fla., Dee, 23,~Tha torpedo boat Pints,
nnder Lient.-Commander Gorrenge, left Koy Weet
last night for Havana on a trip of observation. C.
B. Blunt, Lientenant-Colonel of Engineers in tha
United States Army : Cupt. McKinstry, secrefary to
Admiral Scott, and Fleet Paymaster Denniston wern
on board, Col. Blunt will probably make a repor
upon the defenses of the harbor of Havana. The
Kansas, Commander Keed, has arrived, fonr days
from Santiago de Cuba. The Canandaigua arrived at
Santiago on Friday, the 19th of Decamber, two days
before the Kaneas left, The officers on the Kansas
roport that they were respectfully treated by the
citizena and soldiers at SBantiago de Cuba, notwith-
standing the excitement attending the surrender of
the Virginius, In this respect their report differs
from that of the oficers of the Pinta, The Cnban
and Spanish loyalists in the regiments at Santiago
de Cuba are deerded in theie opinions on questions
arising out of the Virginius affuir, The former wera
believed to be in favoer of and the latter opposed to
the ions demanded by the United States of
Spain, All is well on the Kapsas and Canandaigna.

It is reported by both the Kansas and the Hinta
that Ralph Keeler, o #pecial correspondent of Thw
TrIsUNE, left Santingo do Cuba on the stogmer for
Batabané about ten davs ago. At Manzanillo he
was missing, though his baggage was still on board,
Not having been heard from on the 21st, it is fearsd
that some serious accident has befallen himn,

The steamer San Antonio, from Galveston to New-
York, reports remarkably rongh weather on the
Gulf, A severe storm is rising to-night. Lients.
Watson and Clarkson, who were detachod from tho
Saugus, left for New-York on the San Aotonio.
Lieut, Winn, commanding the Pawnee, denies that
there is any davgerous fever on that ship. The mor-
tality is small cousidering the large namber of
recruits on board from New-Orleans, ‘Tlhere is no
yellow fever in this vicinity.

Later,~The steamer Valley City, from Havana,
reports the arrival of the Pinta there this morning.
All is quiet at Havana., Several vessels, including
the torpedo boat Maytlower, were adrift in the hae-
bor of Key West during the storm, but no serious
damage was done,

FEELING AT HAVANA.

THR ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE SALUTE 10 IR
AMERICAN FLAG I8 TO EE DISPENSED WITH-=
EXULTATION OF THE SPANIARDS—VIEWS OF THE
AMERICAN RESIDENTS—FISANCES OF TR ISLANI,

[FROM A APECIAL CORRESPONDENT OF THE TIIRUNE |

Havaxa, Dee. 20, —For two days past this city has
been ringing with the exultations of the ultra
Spaniards, who have been informed by the local
press that the salute to the flag of the United States
had been foregone, and that Spain would not be re-
quired to pay that tribute to the banner of the
nation which she had go recently outriged, This
information was first given in the columns of the
Diario de la Marina, as follows:

We are given to nnderstand that the Washington oy
ernment has commanicited orders to the chiel of the
American squadrou in the Antiiles, stating that thece
will be no oeeasion to exact the salute to the Hag, s
much a8 the aforesaid Government had been convineed
of the justice of the ¢apture. We have no cowmeuts o
add to-day.

To-day this news was supplemented by the follow-
ing editorial article entitled, " It is Certain:”

In corroboration of the news which we eave in the
Diario at s late hour yesterday, we are conbled to give,
the assuraned that the Government at Washington lias
recognized that the steamer Virginins had no right to
earry the American flag. After this recoguition there
does not remaln the slightest douht that the Vieginius
was o good prize; that Its crew were pirates; that the
Spanish tribunals bad Jurisdiotion to punish them ss
such, and that all the demands of the United States
were unfoungped. Now we expect feparation from the
sald Government to Spaln, and we also awasit the
distinet clulme whbich the Spaulsh Government must
miake,

All this means that if the American Governmoent
has yiclded in the matter of the salute, the Spanish
Goverument will avail itself of every possible
chance to present claims against the United States,
aud demand the same consideration as fhut whick
was awarded at the Geneva Tribunal, The conse-
quence is that the Spanish people here are very
jubilant and have assumed an air and mavoer much
more galling to o American residents than even
their violent expressions in the earlier days of the
Virginius complications, The Amvricans are very
indignant, and say that tie consideration of
the United States for the Spanish Republic
has obscured its judgment as to the eou-
dition of affairs on this island; that
this consideration, instead of being regarded in
the true spirit, will be looked upon as weakuess on
the part of the United States, and that the Spamards,
{eeling their strength, will become emboldened amd
he guilty of greater excesses than any vet commit-
ted, When informed of the details of the surrender,
the American colony expressed general disgust, de-
claring that, inasmuch as the Virginins had been
seized with all on board, she should be returned
with all, in due form and with every ceramony. and
that every part of the very mild protocol shonld be
consummated, The surrender of the Virginius is -
still not generally known ontside of oflicial and
American cireles, and there is therefore nothing to
say with regard to the effect of the actual surrender.
With respect to the surrender of the survivors of the
Virginius, very littls information is known bere.
Official advices from Santiago report that they were
delivered to Commander Braine of the Juniata on
the 15th of December, and that he immediately
gailed for New-York.

The finances of the island are still exciting the

attention of the people and the oflicers of the Gov-

ernment. A comunttee of merchants and officials
held a meeting, at which a plan of extinguishing the
debt was submitted. The Treasury debt at the end
of the present year will be $87,783,176, The measures
which the joint committee propose is to separate the
debts of the Treasury and Spanish Bank of Havans,
which now seem identical, and to declare the Treas-
ury exclusively responsible for the bank notes which
were issued for its account, and the Spanish Bank feee
from all obligations on account of the said emis-
sons; to solicit a law from the Spanish Government
of the nation declaring the notes of the Spanish Bank
legal tonders, and, from the date of the operations
of that law, the Treasury to receive and pay all ob-
ligations on a gold bosis, excepting duties, in which
case three months' grace shall be given. The Com-
mittee proposes to apply §9,202,807 to extinguish the
debt of the bauvk arisiug from the expedition to

Mexico, and the Saato Domingo campaign, uniting

that sum with the $37,001,500 emitted for the sbove

operations, thus reduciug the general debt to $69.-

R s, The eountry will be called upon to pay

$20,000,000 of that debt by means of an extraordinary

contribution, und the remainder will consist of
about $46,000000 of notes and funded debt ma-
turing.

Several hundred negroes passed through the city

to-day on their way to the interior to join the

Spanish army, and on & transport in the harbor

there have just disembarked about 1,000 men, Sefior

Manuel Calvo, the representative of the Zuluets or

slaveholding interest in Madrid, has retarned to

Havana, and is in ¢lose consultation with the prom-

inent members of the Casino, Beflor Seler. the

Miuister of Ultramar, who was snnoauneed to return

to Madrid on the 20th of this mouth, bas not vet
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